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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FeBruary 28,1956

Mr. Dawson of Illinois introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on Government Operations

A BILL

_s1mp11fy accounting, facilitate the payment of obligations,

=
o

and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Hcprcsenl:a-
tive; of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That, except as otherwise provided by law, (a) the account
for each appropriation available for obligation for a definite
{fei‘iod of time shall, upon the expiration of such period, he
closed as follows: |

(1) The obligated balance shall be tranﬁ(\med to an

a,ppmpnatlon account of the activity roqponﬂble for the
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hqmdatlon of the obligations, in which account shall he
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merged the amounts so transferred from al] appropriation

“accounts for the same general purposes: and

-

-
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1 (2) The remaining balance shall be withdrawn and, if
2 the appropriation was derived in whole or in part from the
3 general fund, shall revert to such fund, Lut if the appropria-

4 tion was derived solely from a special or trust fund, shall

2 revert, unless otherwisc provided by law, to the fund from

6 which derived.

7 (b) The transfers wnd withdrawals required by subsec-

8 tion (a) of this section shall be made—

9 . (1) wnot later than September 30 of the fiscal year

10 immediately following the fiscal year in which the period
11 of availability for obligation expires. in the case of an
12 appropriation available both for obligation and dis-
13 bursement on or after the date of approval of this Act:
14 or
15 (2) ot later than September 30 of the fiscal year
16 unmediately followiag the fiscal year in which this Act
1 is approved, in the case of an appropriation which, on
18 the date of approval of this Act, is available only for
19 dishursement.
20 (¢) For the purposs of this Act, the obligated balance
2 ot an appropriation acccunt shall be the amount of unliqui-
22 dated obligations applicable to such appropriation less the
23 amount collectible as repayments to the appropriation as of
24 the close of the fiscal year as reported pursuant to section
25

{311 (b) of the Supplenmental Appropriation Act, 1955 (68
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Stat. 830; 31 U. 8. C. 200 (b)). Collections authorized
to be credited to an appropriation but not received until
after the close of the fiscal year in which such appropria-
tion expires for obligation shall, unless otherwise authorized
by law, be credited to the appropriation account into which
the obligated balance has been or will be transferred, pur-
suant to subsection (a) (1), except that collections made by
the General Accounting Office for other Government agen-
cies may be deposited into the Treasury as miscellaneous
receipts.

(d) The transfers and withdrawals required pursuant
to subsection (a) of this section shall be accounted for and
reported as of the fiscal year in which the 'a‘ppropriations
concerned expire for obligation, except that such transfers
of appropriations described in subsection (b) (2) of this
section shall be accounted for and reported as of the fiscal
year in which this Act is approved.

Src. 2. Hach appropriation account established pursuant
to this Act shall be accounted for as one fund and shall be
available without fiscal year limitation for payment of obli-
gations chargeable against any of the appropriations from
which such account was derived. Subject to regulations
to be preseribed by the Comptroller General of the United
States, payment of such obligations may be made without

prior action by the General Accounting Office, but nothing
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1 contained in this Act shall be construed to relieve the Comp-

2 troller General of the United States of his duty to render
3 decisions upon requests made pursuant to law or to abridge
4 the existing authority of the General Accounting Office to
5 settle and adjust claims, demands, and accounts.

6 Src. 8. (a) Appropriation accounts established pur-
7 suant to this Act shall be reviewed periodically, but at least
8 once each fiscal vear, by each activity responsible for the
9 liquidation of the obligations chargeable to such accounts.

10 If the undisbursed halance in any account exceeds the ob-
11 ligated balance pertainirg thereto, the amount of the excess
12 shall be withdrawp in the manner provided by soction
13 1 (a) (2) of this Act; but if the obligated balance exceeds
14 the undisbursed balance, the amount of the excess shall
15 be transferred to such account from the appropriatior. cur-
16 rently available for the same general purposes. A review
17T shall be made as of the close of each fiscal year and the
18 transfers or withdrawals required by this section accom-
19 plished not later than September 30 of the following fiscal
20 vear, but the transacticns shall be accounted for and re-
21 ported as of the close of the fiscal year to which such review
22 pertains. A review made as of any other date for which
28 transfers or withdrawals are accomplished after September
24 30 in any fiscal year shall be accounted for and reported

25 as transactions of the fiscal year in which accomplished.
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(b) Whenever a payment chargeable to an appropria-

' tion account established pursuant to this Act would exceed

the undisbursed balance of such account, the amount of the
deficiency may be transferred to such account from the
appropriation currently available for the same general pur-
poses. Where such deficiency is caused by the failure to
collect repayments to appropriations merged with the appro-
priation account established pursuant to this Act, the amount
of the deficiency may be returned to such current appro-
priation if the repayments are subsequently collected during
the same fiscal year.

(¢) In connection with his audit responsibilities, the
Comptroller General of the United States shall report to the
head of the agency concerned, to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and to the Director of the Bureau of thé Budget, respect-
ing operations under this Act, including an appraisal of the
unliquidated obligations under the appropriation accounts
_established by this Act. Within thirty days after receipt
of such report, the agency concerned shall accomplish any
actions required by subsection (a) of this section which such
report shows to be necessary.

Src. 4. During the fiscal year following the fiscal year
in which this Act becomes effective, and under rules and
regulations to be prescribed by the Comptroller General
of the United States, the undisbursed balance of the appro-
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1 priation account for payment of certified claims established
pursuant to section 2 of the Act of July 6, 1949 (62 Stat.
407; 31 U. 8. C. 712b), shall be closed in the manner pro-

vided in section 1 (a) of this Act.

St o W N

Sec. 5. The obligated balances of appropriations made
6 available for obligation for definite periods of time under dis-
7 continued appropriation heads may be merged in the eppro-
8 priation accounts provided for by section 1 hereof, or in one
9 or more other accounts to he established pursuant to this

10 Act for discontinued appropriations of the activity currvently

11 responsible for the liquication of the obligations.

12 SEC. 6. The unobligated balances of appropriations which

13 are not limited to a defin'te period of time shall be withdrawn

14 the manner provided in section 1 (a) (2) of this Act

15 whenever the head of the agency concerned shall determine

16 that the purpose for which the appropriation was made has

17 heen fulfilled or will not he undertaken or continied ; or, in

18 any event, whenever disbursements have not heen made

19 against the appropriation for two full consccutive fiscal vears:

20 Provided, That amounts of appropriations not limited to s

21 definite period of time which are withdrawn pursuant to this

22 section or were heretofore withdrawn from the appropriation

23 account by administrative action may be restored to the

24 applicable appropriation account for the payment of obliga-

25  tions and for the settlemet of accounts.
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Sec. 7. The following provisions of law are hereby
repealed:

(a) The proviso under the heading “PAYMENT OF CER-
TIFIED CLAIMS” in the Act of April 25, 1945 (59 Stat. 90;
31 U. 8. C. 690) ;

(b) Section 2 of the Act of July 6, 1949 (63 Stat. 407;
31 U. 8. C. 712b), but the repeal of this section shall not
be effective until June 30, 1957; |

(¢) The paragraph under the heading “PAYMENT OF
CERTIFIED CLATMS’ in the Act of June 30, 1949 (63 Stat.
358; 31 U. 8. C. 712¢) ;

(d) Section 5 of the Act of March 3, 1875 (18 Stat.
418;31 U. 8. C. 713a) ; and

(e) Section 3691 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
(31 U. 8. C. 715).

SEc. 8. The provisions of this Act shall not apply to the

appropriations for the District of Columbia.
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FERRUARY 28, 1956
Referred to the Commitiee on Government Operations

Approved For Release : CIA-RDP59-00224A000100020006-7



